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How Has Hate Violence Impacted The Asian And Pacific Islander Community?*

A wave of hate crimes has shaken the nation, taking the lives of a number of Asian
and Pacific Islanders.  The history of Asian and Pacific Islanders in this country is
marked by episodes of racial stereotyping, institutional discrimination, and anti-Asian
sentiment.  Between the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, more than 600 pieces of legis-
lation were enacted to limit or exclude Asian and Pacific Islanders from citizenship,
intermarriage, land ownership, employment, and other forms of participation in
American life.

Even today, Asian and Pacific Islanders continue to be perceived as “foreigners,”
whether they are permanent residents, naturalized citizens, or fourth generation
Americans.

Racial stereotypes, institutional discrimination, and a deeply rooted racial fear, have
caused violence against Asian and Pacific Islanders to escalate in recent years.

According to the National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium’s Audit of Vio-
lence Against Asian Pacific Americans, the number of violent deaths of Asian and
Pacific Islanders has increased.

However, only a mere fraction of the
total number of racially motivated
crimes committed against Asian and
Pacific Islanders is ever  reported.

Additionally, the national news media
fails to adequately report on anti-
Asian bias incidents.  We must stand
together, as a community, decrying
ALL acts of hate.

What is a HATE CRIME?

A hate crime is any criminal act or at-
tempted criminal act directed against
a person(s) based on the victim’s ac-
tual or perceived race, nationality, re-
ligion, sexual orientation, disability or
gender.  Hate crimes include:

!!!!! Acts which result in serious injury

Eg: As racial epithets are exchanged, fights,
shootings, and stabbings break out amongst
the Cambodian, Filipino, and Latino youth.
Long Beach, California

!!!!! Acts which result in injury, even if the
injury is slight

Eg: Assailants were convicted for attacking
four South Asian victims in the Little India area
by spraying them with a used fire
extinguisher, while insulting them with racial
slurs.  Artesia, California

!!!!! Threats of violence that look like they
can be carried out

Eg: Assailant was convicted for sending
threatening e-mail messages stating, “...I
hate Asians, including you... I personally will
make it my life career to find and kill everyone
of you personally,” to 60 Asian and Pacific
Islander students.  Irvine, California

!!!!! Acts which result in property damage

Eg: A swastika was burned on the front lawn
of a Samoan  and his Latina partner’s home.
Joshua Tree, California

The Asian and Pacific
Islander Community’s

Response To Hate Crimes

* Portions of this section are directly taken from JACL Pacific
Southwest’s As An Asian-Pacific...When It Happens To You, Will You
Be Ready?

What is a HATE INCIDENT?

Hate incidents are similar to hate crimes
in that the act is directed against a
person(s) based on the victim’s actual
or perceived race, nationality, religion,
sexual orientation, disability or gender.
The difference between a hate inci-
dent and a hate crime is that a hate in-
cident is a non-criminal act.

!!!!! Circulating offensive material such as
hate e-mail (without a threat of im-
pending violence) or hate flyers thrown
on lawns

Eg: Thirteen minority student leaders,
including Asian and Pacific Islanders, were
sent a hate email that addressed them as
“monkeys and apes” and wrote that their
college was “for the white man, no spics,
niggers, chinks, or faggots.”  Boston,
Massachusetts

!!!!! Posting hate materials that do not re-
sult in property damage such as de-
meaning caricatures depicting a ra-
cial, ethnic or religious group

Eg: Racist signs, “Chinks and Burger King out
of Sunset,” were posted around the
construction area of a Burger King restaurant
owned by a Hong Kong American
businessman.   San Francisco, California

!!!!! Displaying hate graffiti in public
places which is NOT directed against a
specific victim such as an epithet on a
vacant building or on a freeway over-
pass

Eg: Stormtrooper, SS lightning bolts, swastikas,
and other anti-Semitic graffiti were found on
the title pages of books in the Hebrew and
Yiddish literature sections of a Chicago
library.  Chicago, Illinois.

!!!!! REPORT HATE CRIMES to the police &
to a community organization, such as
the Asian Pacific American Legal Cen-
ter.

!!!!!SUPPORT VICTIMS of hate violence
by assuring them they are not alone
and that there is assistance available.

!!!!!SPEAK UP against acts of hate.
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!!!!!LOBBY ELECTED OFFICIALS & POLICY
MAKERS for stronger hate crimes leg-
islation at the state and federal lev-
els.

!!!!!UNITE WITH OTHER COMMUNITIES to
create a diverse coalition of folks who
will organize special events con-
demning hate violence and celebrat-
ing diversity.

Asian Pacific American
Legal Center

1145 Wilshire Blvd., #200
Los Angeles, CA 90017

(213) 977-7500

What Can You Do To Prevent Hate In The Community?

Ismael Ileto remembers slain brother, Joseph
Santos Ileto, at a community rally.

A campaign poster is defaced by a swastika.



What Should I Do If It Happens To Me?

Take Care Of Yourself If You Need
Medical Attention.
Seek medical assistance by dialing 911
or going to see a physician, even if you
do not believe your injuries are serious.

Report The Crime To The Police.
Call 911 or go to the local station,
where the crime occurred, and explain
that you are a victim of a racially moti-
vated or a prejudice-based hate crime.

Document The Hate Crime With De-
tailed Notes.
Details are important in apprehending
perpetrators of hate crimes. Photo-
graph and maintain evidence of the
crime. Document pertinent facts, such
as names of witnesses, police officers,
and hospital workers. Be sure to write
down any information they have given
to you.

Contact The Asian Pacific American
Legal Center at (213) 977-7500.
We will not only provide you with free
legal advice and counseling, but we
will also refer you to the appropriate
agency if we cannot assist you directly.
APALC also provides educational pre-
sentations to groups upon request.

Alert The Local District Attorney.
The D.A.’s Office prosecutes hate
crimes.  Through its Victim Assistance
Program, you may be eligible for com-
pensation for the cost of damage to
your property or for injuries you suffer, if
an identified suspect is charged with a
crime.  This includes expenses for medi-
cal treatment, property repair or re-
placement, psychological counseling
and lost wages.

Why Is It Important To Report Incidents
Of Hate?

Hate crimes will continue to infect our
society if we, members of the Asian and
Pacific Islander community, do not de-
vote valuable resources and time to
address hate in our communities.

If crimes are not reported, perpetrators
of hate crimes will continue to pose
threats to society, presenting the com-
munity with hidden dangers. Perpetra-
tors often see a lack of response as en-
couragement to commit additional
acts.

Policy and legal changes are depen-
dent on the frequency of hate crimes
REPORTED. A commitment to reporting
may secure implementation of hate
crime laws and public policy.

You are not alone and you are not re-
sponsible for acts of hate perpetrated
against you.

For Further Information on Fighting
Against Hate in the Asian and Pa-
cific Islander Community Contact:

" Asian Pacific American Legal Center
213/977-7500

""""" Cambodian Association of America
562/426-6002

""""" Cambodian Family Center
714/571-1966

""""" Chinatown Service Center
213/808-1700

""""" Economic & Employment Development
Center
213/617-3953

" Filipino Civil Rights Advocates
213/498-5439

" JACL Pacific Southwest District
213/626-4471

""""" Korean Resource Center
323/937-3718

" Little Tokyo Service Center
213/473-1602

""""" People’s CORE/Alyansa ng Komunidad
213/625-7705

""""" Samoan Community Service Center
310/834-6405

" South Asian Network
562/403-0488

" Thai Community Development Center
213/739-8455

" Tongan Social Services Center
310/327-9650

" United Cambodian Community
562/433-2490

" United Vietnamese Community Council
213/680-1059

Additional Resources include:

##### American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Comm.
www.adc.org

" Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los
     Angeles (CHIRLA)

213/353-1337

""""" Los Angeles City Attorney’s Victim Witness
     Assistance Program

213/485-6976

""""" Los Angeles City Human Relations Comm.
213/485-4495

""""" Los Angeles County Committee on Human Re-
lations

213/974-7611

""""" Los Angeles County District Attorney
213/974-3798

" Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Victim
     Witness Assistance Program

213/974-7499

" Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center For Vic-
      tim Assistance

800/ 373-2227

""""" Youth Empowerment Project
323/735-2295
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Economic & Employment Development Center, Korean Resource
Center, Little Tokyo Service Center, People’s CORE, Samoan
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County District Attorney’s Office, and Timothy Yoo for their
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Asian Pacific American Legal Center
(APALC) is the leading organization in
Southern California dedicated to provid-
ing the growing Asian and Pacific Islander
community with multilingual, culturally
sensitive legal services, education and
civil rights support.

APALC not only advocates on behalf
of hate crime victims with law enforce-
ment to ensure that bias motivated
crimes are aggressively investigated
and prosecuted, but also works to secure
any resources and services victims and
their families may need.  Recently,
APALC has been instrumental in assisting
the families of hate crime victims Thien
Minh Ly and Joseph Ileto.

National Asian Pacific American Le-
gal Consortium produces an annual Au-
dit of Violence Against Asian Pacific
Americans, along with APALC and other
affiliates.
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APALC and Multicultural Collaborative pull  to-
gether a diverse alliance to speak out against
hate crimes.
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