
 

Language Assistance for California Voters  
 
California voters who are not fluent in English can get more assistance when voting starting in 
2018! The largest immigrant communities throughout California have had access to fully 
bilingual elections for years. Now, many smaller but still sizable minority language communities 
will have better access to translated sample ballots and translated information and assistance 
on where these ballots are available. 
 
In targeted polling places, a translated sample ballot in that language (also known as a 
“translated facsimile ballot”) must be available at the polling place. These ballots are not a 
votable ballot but can be used as a guide when voting. At the same polling place with the 
translated sample ballot, the elections office must make an effort to recruit bilingual poll workers. 
 

Before Election Day 
 
At least two weeks before an election, your county elections website will have a list of all 
polling places that will have the translated sample ballots. The county voter information guide 
you receive in the mail should explain, in your language, how you can access this list online. 
 
If you are a vote-by-mail voter, you may be able to request that a translated sample ballot be 
mailed or emailed to you. This will not be available in all neighborhoods in the county -- call and 
ask if your area will have these translated sample ballots. You can make your request by 
phone, mail, online at the county elections website, or when you are requesting a 

    vote-by-mail ballot. You must make your request at least 7 days before Election Day.  
 
Your county voter information guide and elections website will remind you that voters who have 
difficulty reading English have the right to bring someone to help them vote. This information 
will be translated. 
 

On Election Day 
 
Near the polling place check-in table, you will find a translated sign informing you of the 
languages in which translated sample ballots are available. There should also be a translated 
sign telling you which languages are spoken by the poll workers staffing the polling place.  
 
If your neighborhood polling place has translated sample ballots, not only will they be posted at 
your polling place, but there will also be copies for you to take into the voting booth to use as a 
reference. If you want to see one, just ask for it! 
 
If there are bilingual poll workers at your polling place, they will wear a badge, a ribbon, or a 
sticker saying which languages they speak.  
 
 

To find out if your polling place will have a translated sample ballot and/or bilingual poll workers, 
contact your county elections office or visit their website. To find their information, visit: 
sos.ca.gov/county-elections-offices  
 
Voter’s Choice Counties: If you live in a county  adopting the Voter’s Choice Act model, every translated 1

sample ballot in the county will be available at every Vote Center. Ask the staff if your ballot is available 
translated into your language. 

1 Five California counties are adopting the Voter’s Choice Act model in 2018: Madera, Napa, Nevada, Sacramento 
and San Mateo. To learn more about the Voter’s Choice Act, visit: voterschoice.org  

 

http://sos.ca.gov/county-elections-offices
https://voterschoice.org/


 

Language Requirements by County 
 
The below table shows the languages in which your county provides assistance during an 
election. If the language you prefer is listed for your county of residence in the “State 
Languages” column, the language assistance listed on the previous page may be available to 
you. Call your county elections office to ask. There is more comprehensive language assistance 
provided in the “Federal Languages” -- everything available in English, including translated 
votable ballots, should be available in those languages in those counties. 
 

County State Languages Federal Languages 

Alameda Khmer, Korean, Punjabi Chinese, Spanish, 
Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese 

Alpine -- -- 

Amador Spanish -- 

Butte Hmong, Spanish -- 

Calaveras Spanish -- 

Colusa -- Spanish 

Contra Costa Korean, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Chinese, Spanish 

Del Norte Spanish American Indian (determined at 
the county level) 

El Dorado Chinese, Spanish -- 

Fresno Chinese, Hmong, Korean, Khmer, Punjabi, 
Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese 

Spanish 

Glenn -- Spanish 

Humboldt Spanish -- 

Imperial -- Spanish 

Inyo Spanish -- 

Kern Filipino/Tagalog, Punjabi  Spanish 

Kings Filipino/Tagalog Spanish 

Lake Spanish -- 

Lassen Spanish -- 

Los Angeles Armenian, Bengali, Farsi Khmer, Chinese, Korean, 
Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog, 
Vietnamese  

Madera* Punjabi Spanish 

 



 

Marin Spanish, Vietnamese -- 

Mariposa Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog -- 

Mendocino Spanish -- 

Merced Chinese, Hmong, Punjabi Spanish 

Modoc Spanish -- 

Mono Spanish -- 

Monterey Korean, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Spanish 

Napa* Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog  -- 

Nevada* Spanish -- 

Orange Filipino/Tagalog, Farsi Chinese, Korean, Spanish, 
Vietnamese  

Placer Korean, Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog -- 

Plumas Spanish -- 

Riverside Chinese, Korean, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Spanish 

Sacramento* Hmong, Korean, Punjabi, Filipino/Tagalog, 
Vietnamese 

Chinese, Spanish 

San Benito -- Spanish 

San Bernardino Chinese, Korean, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Spanish 

San Diego Arabic, Korean American Indian (determined at 
the county level), Chinese, 
Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog, 
Vietnamese 

San Francisco Korean, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Chinese, Spanish 

San Joaquin Chinese, Khmer, Punjabi, Filipino/Tagalog, 
Vietnamese 

Spanish 

San Luis Obispo Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog -- 

San Mateo* Korean, Filipino/Tagalog Chinese, Spanish 

Santa Barbara Chinese, Korean, Filipino/Tagalog Spanish 

Santa Clara Korean, Khmer Chinese, Spanish, 
Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese 

Santa Cruz Spanish -- 

Shasta Spanish -- 

Sierra Spanish -- 

 



 

Siskiyou Spanish -- 

Solano Spanish, Filipino/Tagalog -- 

Sonoma Spanish, Khmer, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese -- 

Stanislaus Khmer, Punjabi, Syriac Spanish 

Sutter Spanish, Punjabi, Filipino/Tagalog -- 

Tehama Spanish -- 

Trinity -- -- 

Tulare Filipino/Tagalog Spanish 

Tuolumne Spanish -- 

Ventura Chinese, Filipino/Tagalog, Vietnamese Spanish 

Yolo Spanish, Chinese, Korean -- 

Yuba Hmong, Spanish -- 

 

 


