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Fact Sheet: Online Voter Registration 
 

    Easy to register to vote 
 

    Easy to spread the word 
 

 
 
What is online voter registration? 
In California, individuals who wish to register to 
vote now have the option of registering online at 
http://registertovote.ca.gov.  This website is 
operated by the California Secretary of State. 
 
Other options to register to vote include getting a 
paper registration form from the DMV, post office, 
or library, as well as downloading a form from the 
internet and then printing and mailing it. 
 
How is registering online different from filling 
out a paper registration form? 
With online registration, there is no need to get or 
print out a paper form, and there is no need to pay 
for postage.  Everything happens online – once 
you hit “submit,” you are finished with the form. 
 
Is the online voter registration system 
translated? 
Yes, starting in April 2014, online voter registration 
is available in the following languages, in addition 
to English and Spanish: 
 

 Chinese 

 Hindi 

 Japanese 

 Khmer 

 Korean 

 Tagalog 

 Thai 

 Vietnamese 
 
Who is eligible to register to vote? 
You can register to vote if you are (1) a U.S. 
citizen, (2) a resident of California, and (3) at least 
18 years old on Election Day. 
 
Do I need to register to vote if I’ve registered to 
vote before? 
If you are eligible, but not registered, to vote, you 
need to register to vote either online or using a 
paper form. 
 
If you have already registered to vote, there is no 
need to register again, unless you have moved, 
have changed your name, or would like to change 
your political party affiliation. 
 

 
Is there a deadline to register to vote? 
In California, to vote in an election, you need to be 
registered to vote at least 15 days before the date 
of the election.  For example, if an election is on 
June 3, then you need to register to vote by May 
19 if you are not already registered. 
 
Now that California has online voter 
registration, does that mean people can vote 
online? 
No, voting online is not an option.  To vote, you 
must go to your polling place on Election Day, or 
vote by mail.  Some counties offer early voting. 
 
Are there many Asian Americans who are 
unregistered to vote? 
Yes.  Asian Americans have disproportionately low 
rates of voter registration.  In California, only 59 
percent of Asian Americans who are eligible to 
vote are registered to vote.  There are over 1.2 
million Asian Americans in the state who are 
eligible but unregistered to vote. 
 
What’s been the track record so far with online 
voter registration? 
Online voter registration was first made available 
in California two months before the November 
2012 election.  In that time, half a million people 
used online voter registration to become newly 
registered voters. 
 
Beginning in 2014, online voter registration is 
available in Asian languages for the first time, 
facilitating access for those who face language 
barriers. 
 
How can I help spread the word? 
You can put a link on your website to the online 
registration portal http://registertovote.ca.gov.  You 
can also put links on Facebook, Twitter, and other 
social media websites. 
 
You can also spread the word by distributing a 
flyer to your business and personal networks (go 
to the link below to obtain a sample flyer). 
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